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MEDIA RELEASE
30 January 2008 
ANIMAL LIBERATION CALLS ON THE ACT GOVERNMENT TO IMPLEMENT THE 1997 BATTERY CAGE LEGISLATION

Mr Stanhope describes his government’s failure to support the Greens 2007 legislation to ban the battery cage in the ACT as “progress on non-battery eggs”, and admonishes Green MLA, Dr Foskey, not to expect change “overnight”. (Refer  ACT GOV MEDIA RELEASE: PROGRESS ON NON-BATTERY EGGS,  026/08 24 January 2008). 

It is eleven years since the people of the ACT, through their elected representatives, enshrined in legislation their will to abolish the battery cage.  Yet there is still no sign of a ban being implemented. This is not exactly overnight.  

If Mr Stanhope is serious about this issue, and especially about facilitating a real and immediate change for the hens, he will once again write to his fellow Australian Heads of State about allowing the ACT to implement the 1997 legislation to ban the cage.  

By banning the sale of caged eggs, the 1997 legislation would actually reduce the number of hens in cages because all egg buyers in the ACT would be buying non-caged eggs, thereby reducing the demand for cage-laid eggs.
If the Chief Minister is serious, he will write to the other Heads of State, quoting the findings of the 1998 Productivity Commission inquiry into the Constitutional and Competition Policy implications of the ban on the sale of caged eggs.  He will remind them that animal welfare is a state/territory issue and that the citizens of the ACT have a right to the standard of animal welfare they demand.  He will also remind them that other jurisdictions have no moral right to interfere in the implementation of state and territory animal welfare legislation which does not affect them.  

Mary Hayes, President of Animal Liberation ACT said that Mr Stanhope should urge his fellow Heads of State to consider that allowing the ACT to implement its ban will make it easier for other States to ban the cage when their time comes – which it inevitably will.  ‘Switzerland has already banned battery cages and the rest of Europe plans to phase them out by 2012.  In Australia, the writing is very plainly on the wall.’
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