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RSPCA ACT Inc.
20 December 2007
MEDIA RELEASE
PETS BOUGHT FROM PET SHOPS - THE FIRST CASUALTIES OF CHRISTMAS
RSPCA ACT today noted with disappointment the alarming consequences of the sale of pets in pet shops.  Only two days after being bought on impulse from a local pet shop, a “spoodle” (Spaniel cross Miniature Poodle) puppy was surrendered to the RSPCA for re-homing.
“The puppy was bought on impulse, as so many pet shop animals are,” RSPCA ACT CEO Michael Linke said, “As soon as the realities of responsible pet ownership emerge, the pets become unwanted and are considered a nuisance.  The owners then dump the animals at RSPCA for us to solve the problem.”

Christmas is a difficult time of year for RSPCA ACT and the animals it helps.  In addition to the multitude of kittens arising from un-desexed cats during kitten season, many animals are dumped as a result of owners not arranging care for their pets over Christmas holidays.  In early 2008, RSPCA will have to contend with the surrender of any number of unwanted pets given as gifts and animals lost or injured as a result of New Year’s Eve celebrations.  

“There are some basic messages here.  Don’t buy animals from pet shops.  Don’t give pets as gifts and get your pets desexed,” Mr Linke urged, “I have spoken out many times about the risks to animal welfare as a result of pet shop animal sales and, unfortunately, this little puppy is a casualty of the practice.”

For more information on the work of RSPCA ACT, go to www.rspca-act.org.au or call 6281 8100.
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