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South Australian Libs amendments to protect animal cruelty, not animals.
National animal protection group Animals Australia has condemned amendments tabled by the Liberal Party to the government’s new animal welfare reforms.

“These amendments by the Liberal Party have been tabled for one reason only, to protect cruel animal industries and allow cruel practices,” said Animals Australia’s Executive Director Glenys Oogjes. “Every South Australian who cares about the welfare of animals should be outraged.” 
The amendments were tabled last week by Caroline Schaefer MLC and for example would give intensive battery hen farmers and pig farmers more than 3 days notice of inspections, and reintroduce calf roping at rodeos (banned by the SA Government last year).

Animals Australia has accused the Liberal Party of not representing the views of the broader community and instead bowing to elements of the rural and rodeo lobbies.  Current legislation already exempts operators of intensive industries from the same duty of care required of other members of the community.  Routine practices such as the severe confinement of pigs and hens and surgical mutilations without anaesthetic would be cruelty offences if the animal involved was a dog or a cat.

“The intensive farming of animals is an issue of enormous community concern.   Now the Liberal Party wants to further protect these cruel industries, by giving operators 72 hours notice before their premises are inspected.  This is the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act we are talking about – not the Protection of Animal Cruelty Act.”

“Even a 6 year old would realise that suggesting that industry operators should have 72 hours notice is really about giving them time to clean up their act.   If the intention of this Act is to ensure the welfare of animals, these industries must be subject to routine inspections without notice.   If industry operators have nothing to hide and are proud of their operations they would welcome an inspector visiting their premises at any time to give them a tick of approval.”
“Minister Gago has recognised that the community wants animals to be protected.  The ability of inspectors to visit without notice premises that contain thousands of animals is not only reasonable, it a legitimate and much needed reform.”

“Calf roping at rodeos causes terrible stress and injury to these young vulnerable animals.  The SA Government was congratulated on getting rid of this unnecessary and cruel event last year, and it is retrograde in the extreme for the Liberal party to attempt to re-introduce it” concluded Ms Oogjes.
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Video footage of calf roping can be made available.
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